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TRANSITIONS

Founders depart ATF with a ‘BOOM"

iBy STEVE BARNES

. Sanior writer
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| artists living on New York O3

In 1993, 3 Manhyman thearer director
named Martha Bants wes working on 3
[pair of nascent projects thae marmed into

SUCDESSES,

Omne was ar the Mew York Theatre
Workshop, where Bantz bhad gotten to
hmnp:mmﬂlmd'-wm-ﬂw
Jonathan Larson, who was stna

write 2 rock opera that reset m'::
“La Boheme” amid the impoverished

gritay
Lawwer Fast Side.
Another was in the Glens Falls-Lake

t;ﬁem where Banta had spent her
middle- and high-school years. She and

David Torner, her partner amd fsture
husband, were trying to starr a profes-
sional summer theater company serving

the North Country and Capital
The former project, with Banta as
amsistant directar, was "Rent.™ The lat-
ter, the Adirondack Theare Festival. IF
“Bent”™ became a worldwide phenom-
emon, the upstate theater venture wis,
in its own, smaller way, a triumph, too
— of artstic will, individual vision and
ghmadmmm #a
then, ﬁm*rm
nfl.n:dunngdwﬁmlmuduw
tors of ATF with a Jonathan Larsan mn-
sical about artists and the urge to create,
Titded “Tick, Tick .. BOOM!" the
show, opening Friday, is their send-off
wd::ms‘;p:wdrrmnmwd,hhﬂwd
13 seasons, from its origi-
nal home in 2 suburban Lake
cam ke its as anchor of 2
f buale theater with a central rode in
a revitalized downtown Glens Falls,

“When we started (ATF), it wasn't
because [ wanted to *come home' with
a theater . This just seemed like
a place that could support a i
summer theater but didn't have one,"
says Bants, *We cooldn't have known

ing elee that would F
P m:runr.l:.lﬂfwlﬂ'lhnu
as artstic head and Turner mmlgmg
idmmutrmnn. a Trsi-
cal, a comexdy and two cutting solo
rlosmers — all lictle -:dg:m
material — over three weeks, Among
the performers were friends from the
Mew York theater world. ATFS venue
ws the French Mountain Playhouse, a
150-szat space in the Lake 4"
Park, whach is owned by Dave King, a
high schaol friend of Banta’s whose par-
ents opened the park 40 years ago this
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FIFTEEN YEARS after concedving the FﬂaﬂmuaﬂmrMmﬂm
area, MWMWWEMWH Martha Banka have
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ATF: Transition time for theater company

YCOONTINUED FREOM H1
Emd;;r :'I?s'l.: Entine  season's
50,00 In a

end rm;Ti-up, neting ﬂm}m::
company was planning its second
seasom, Times' Union  theater
eritic  Michael Eck wrote,
“They're worth keeping an cye

Some things have
The budger is now $330,000 for
five » Banta and Torner are
married, nts of a 2-pear-old,
Henry. ATFs home iz the 300-
seat Charles R. Wood Theater,
open sincg 2004 on the e of an
abandoned Woalworth store that
the company began using a5 1
p-u'ﬁmuuut space during season

Bllt other things remain the
same. Lish Kron, one of the solo
lfum Hutﬂfmn. is back

wi piece.
I'.I'Cﬂﬂ]rl;':rmn.t :.lllﬂii:dg:'rwq or
pew material — inchode a4 come-
dy and a musical, and among the
castmembers are professional ac-
tors from New York drawn u
state by the opportumity o do
original work in the Adirondacks.
The company is planning next
summer. Among the first deeails
o be released, due before dhis
season ends with the final perfor-
mance of “Tick, Tick ...
HWM'"qulr 28, is the iden-
Eltj' of uﬁf ucing aristic di-
tor replace both Ban-
'ﬂmd'] urner,

After looking at 125 resumes,
conducting 50 phone comversa-
tions and 14 in-person interviews
in MNew York, ATF's board
beought four finalists o Glens
Falks. Banta and Turner mer the
iw they pdged three of

. fouar ;hl: successors — but
did not formally partici in
the searchor dmisiﬁ-mﬂmmg.

“That's part of us looking
forward o |:T|ng sundience mem-
bers,” says Banta.

Adds Torner, “We're readdy to
do that, Mest summer we're po-
ing to come back and frecload off
all the people who made offers o
let us. stay with them. .. We
ﬂtﬂd}' know who has nice lake-
front places."”

The shows will go on

The responsibilities of parent-
hood, combuned with the feeling
that 13 sessons’ worth of enengy
was about all they had m give

Curtain call

“TIGK, TICK ... BOOMI™
8 Where: Adirondack Theatre
Festhal at the Charles R, Wood
Theater, 207 Glan 54., Glens
Fallg,
| Opens: 8 porm, Friday,
(Peywhat-you-can preview ot 8
p.m, Thursday. )
m Contlnues: 8§ p.m. Seturdey
and July 23-28
B Tickets: 35
= info: TE8-T470:
hitp:/ fatfesthal.org

“It's a live-or-die moment,” says
Turner. “We teid {the board) how
hard it would be, snd we also wld
them we fully understood if they
didn’t want to do ™

Says Banta, “Tt was always an
opdon that (ATF) just might end
when we left. That's not what we
wanted, but we knew thar it was

and ananirmously decided, be-
ing whd lam ypear of the paics
decision to leave, that the company
should conrtinue, and they uwsed the
subsequent months to plan for the
hand-off.

“What Dave and Martha have
given this comemenity i soch a gift,
aned we as 3 board were not ready w
give that up,” sos King, who has
been om the ATF board since is
founding in his BV park and hos
becn president for the pas six
years.

Bants and Tumer say they will
be as avadlable — or & Soarce —ax
the new producing artistic director
WAL,

“We won't be hanging arowend,”
svs Banga,

"'Hl.ltn.:"lll:!ﬂ':.rl:rei]ﬂ'mfﬂl
away,” ﬂ}"!Tﬂ'l‘l!l' "Itum]dh:

dio, everything that we've leamed in
1§ vears down im one big marml
The new person can call us any-
ame."

In the fll, Bants and Tumer will
Tenarm muwl'. in Boow Yok the-

JANMES. SUBINSK Y/ ADSSHOATE THEATRE Eﬂll'i:!
RYAN DUNCAN, from keft, Colin Hanlon and Sarah Glendening
go-s1ar i the Adiondack Theatre Festival Production of *'Tick, Th:h

- BOOMI,"

no longer will be in control of the
festival they foumded, Tomer ad-

mits thae be would find it paindal if,
B el e
made is mame doing new andfor
Tall Women,” “Wir," “Fully
Camsmatted™ and “Barhars's Bhoe
Kachen,” were o become a sum-
mer-sinck company in which non-
]:mhmﬂhpﬂ'ﬁ:fmwdwbwu

"Wﬂli.ﬁkngzitwuthy
work, that would be OK" says
Banta, sunding s if she's trying mo
convinee hersel. She adds, “Bu I'd
rather the fotus contimee o be on
new material That's what we've
done best.™

Emotional production
Jonathan Larson's "Tick, Tick ...
BOOM!," though wrinen In its
aurrent form before YRent,"™ did
nat premiene until 2000, An unfin-
ished work — Larson died the
:'Llahtl!:ﬁuﬂ.‘ Rent™ was to open, of
heart adlment —
"Tni " was put into fing shape
by David Avburn, Palitzer Prze-
winning suthor of “Proof.™ Aubum
reworked Larson's solo marerdal
into a three-persan sony about Jon,
a promsing young theater compos-
er who is 30 has
girlfiend, Susn, who s puﬂug
him 1o beave Mew York for a settled
life elsewhere; and his gay best
friend, Michael, a former actor who
traded his theater dressms for 3
successfal career in advertsing.

St to 3 rock sooee that wdll

& musical by “Ront™ creator Jonathen Larson.

sound Familiar o “Bent” fan
*Tick " troces Jon's effors x
miake his mark anstically, and th
story’s powerful echocs of Larson
life profoundly affected Banta, wh
worked with the composer ic
years on “Rent”

“1 resiszed doing “Tick, Tick .
BOOM!”" because it was so ver
persanal to me,” she sys “1 wen
to the opening night in New York
and [ was pummbed by ie It was s
weird o see this person's life —
life I'd known and warched an
been a pare of — on stage.” E

While she knew Larson woul
hvtuwﬂnﬂ‘rﬂ._"mbr.w
duced a1 ATF — indeed, the com
pany had talked with him early o
about commissioning a work fron
him — Emh‘-twjlmm.nlslm
dlirect it hersalf

“T couldn't be objective,” ;f..
=5

%}mﬂitmmw
the seory of Jonathan and his-hfe
there are bwo or three mosmens
that are 5o powerful, It's almostas

he knew he was going w dis
].mrlﬂ."::}:Tm'rm'. :
“Nomathan was ques
woaing what it meant o have
armistic life, to pursue i CSE
Says Tumer, “That's been the
queestian for us, too,” oo
hsmﬂnmﬂ.mﬁrmcm&
F54-5485 or by e-maail ar
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