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GLENS FALLS # Prolific British play-
wright Caryl Churchill’s “A Number™ is
very definitely a drama for serious the
mtergoers who prefer to be intellecnaslly
challenged rather than simply entler-
tained Best known for her “Closd 9 and
“Top Girls," in “A Mumber,” Churchil
confronts the secial and scleriific aspects
of clonisg.

Amcmng i emotional and spirinaal
questions posed by
cloning are the effect it

H_E has on those cloned. Are

they brothers, and per.
haaes twiins? O are they
the same person wWith
identical personalities? In choming, what
happens 1o individualiem?

And the guestion is pe-examined 2 to
whether such beings are affected more
by b husred genetica of thelr individ-
ual upbringing in different surrcandings.

There was a time when experiments to
determine this were condizcied on sepa-
rately broaght up twins until such shodies
were outlawed.

What part does parental ego play in
allowing cloning? And, then, how muoch a
part doss mocey play in the parental deci-
sion to penmit <loning?

Thesl and other are ralsed as
a father 18 comfranted by ke son and owo
clones, &ll responding dilfTerently 1o the
mews that they are nol distinet individ-
als.

There are caly twe acters, Hobert
LaVelle's Salrer, the father, and David |
Barlow playing his son, Bernard, and too
chones of Bernard, These fellows doa
marvelous job of acting, with Salter being
at timmees o distant parent, loving but not
o much 5o, Barkow has the challenging
Job of portraying the son and his clones,
all alike bot all Eifferent in subtle days.

The father’s seemingly comfortable lfe
tarns into o aightmare wisn B is oon-
fromted by these offspring, most of whom
he did not know existed. 3o much for scl-
entific honesty and discretion. )

Everyihing in this one-s2T play with
five scenis ia downplayed to allew total
focus om the guestion of genctic cloning
and its possible ef fects on human beings.
‘The siark sctiing, the coshumes, even the
slze of the cast take secondary emphasis
and yet all are most effective in their
imtent and result.
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Sound and Bighting effects contribute 1o Salter's nightmare becomes ours

the coldness and {rightening reality
encoumtered in this probing of what is
mlresdy one of the weighty questions fac-
ing s in thee Mt century. Genbs eng-
neering is here and it i very likely to
remain. IE 18 up b0 sociely 1o dochds 1o
wist extert and in what fare. Obviously,

=& Number™ i a weiphty, somber play,
I"ve heard chat thers can be many loughs
in1 it voo, it on opening night the aadi-
efon reaponss would hardly warrant say-
ing that. 1T you like an occasional dose of
mteliechully scrious stnge drama, this
play is perfect for you



