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Stunning performance

opens ATF’S

By MAE G. BANMER
For The Saratogi
GLENS FALLS — Any playuright who can

at the: words “roticule,” “elagere” and “solan-.

um" in nne septencs wins my gold moedald in the
Ohvnpécs of language as sport.

David Mamsed makes language cioochet in
“Boston Marriage,” the heilllamtly plaved Viclo-
rar-era comedy mnning through Saturday at
th miw Charles R Wood Theaber.

“Hoston Marriage” i the firel Rill-scale play
Lo be staged at the Wood Theater, a 200-sesi
transforrnation of the fown's old Woobworth
Htore ko A moderm posfessional theater, The
Mamet play opens the Lith surrmer sesson of
Adiromdack Theatre Festival with great style

Martha Banta, artistic drector of ATF, paces
the two-act comtast crisply &= a badminton
game played with poisoned shuttlecocks. The
opgscm epils — formeer lovers who may or may
nod wish b re-eslablich their alliances — are
Anna, played with beosd strokes of desperation
and hisirionics by Lise Bruneaq; and Clales,
ol practical bl no bess willful, played by
Megnn Hoedlings e,

Slirred imbo the mix ke & bit of thick porridge
iz Amna’s maid, Catherine, o ereelly put-upos
servant, peviled by Anma foc her Irish peasant
origins (5he's sctuslly Scobtiah, bat oo one
cares). Catherine may seem dull-wittad, bt ahe
geta the besl of her master at unexpected
minments, Marins Squerciali plays ihe madd
bdundly, like: n Shakespearesn ool wko telks
Lruilh o L

Il wonl pesociate Mamel with brutal langusge
orchastratod n jaee it (deiving riffis, long,
fres-wheeding solos), you should now that be's
writlén *Bosion Marriage" in a different ooy
tham hig “Glepgarny Glea Ross™ or " American
Huffado ™ Still, this all-womes’s game kas misch
in comman with Manet's testosterone-laoed
lays: shifting alliances among chamcters,
relentbess linguistie hythm and speed, and
Mamet's signature plot twists, The Gret-act cus-
laim lir® alone is a shocker that lemes yog
braachbe=a rght through inlermission

The term “Hoston marriame,” commonly dsed
in 19th century New England, refers to an inti-
mnate friendship betwesn oo women whie mais-
talm & househakld together.

The plot of Mamet's comedy turng on
whether Anmna, now well sef up in a charming
hemise by & male “prolecor,” should permit
Claire to use her bedroom for the planmed
seduction of a moch younger woman. 'What
ds2a Lrue Eriendship require of Anna? What risk
waomld she b faking if her prolector discovered
the assigmatinn® How can Cladre claim ba love
he dnadl yed make her so fiendishly jealous®
And, ks the mald pregeant?

Al this and more is Inbbed back and forth
wilh erudite wit and quick riposies, some wor-
thy ol Dracar Wilde. An goas
“Men. What can you do with theen? Oaly the
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From left, Magan Hollingshaad, Marina Squesciati and Lise Bruneau star in nm-m
Mamed's "Boston Mardage” at the Adirendack Theatre Fastival.

o [hinge”

The actors artioalabe perfectly, 80 ne jeal =
lost. They also move worderflly in theds -
glraining Viclorian dresses — Arma in sea
freen, Clales in plak Anna’s neck glides bo and
fra borizontally, like an Indinn dencer ad, in am
fittack of the vapors, she subsides to the Boor in
ool of gilk. Clalre strides abotl the drawing
room ar breats s to her fine profile in repaes

Ther: are delicious d.l,greu:ruru: like the
shared Eanbaey of baking a peé, o Lhe lirban
and scarf-wrapped preparations for & seance,
Alsa, Mamet socagionally breaks the period
coevembions, having & charscter say, "I geicha”
or spit oat o foordetter waoird (s crgealy modem
LI

The produiction crew has framsed (e play
stylishly. Eric Renschler's high-colinged draw-
ing room is il and foreshoriened, sug-
pesting Viclorian socisl resirictions and plung-

ineg the andiemee intn the midst of the action
His transluceni green curtains and rosy chintz
ppieak of pvaley amd convention. Moreover,
they plek up the enloes of Bue Slack's elegant
costumes. Matt 5 lightimg comesys the
passing of Lime and the shifting of moods, while
sonnd desigmer Donglas Graves wses parlor
pinn hunes — even o asughty ragtins plece —
i lighten the Mension

“Hostom MArviage,” which opened in 2002 in
Mew Vork City, is a well-chosen start to what
looks [ike & fun season of professional thester in
Gl Palle. Mamet & clearly enjoying himself
in women's territery, and the production brings
ol @l hig colors.

“Basion Morrioge® comtimoes af § po dadly
throingh July 3 al e Wood Theader, 217 Glen
5t Glens Folle Tickels ore §23. Cafl To8-0663
o it e ATFestinal org



